Dear Mr. Ochej,
I hope this letter finds you well. Could you please confirm receipt of this email?
It would be very much appreciated if you could please forward this email and attachment, to the
Heritage Committee and City Council, right away. Please confirm. Many thanks, Alexandra
---To: Heritage Committee and City Council, City of Kingston

Please find attached a letter that we sent to Mr. Peter Sauerbrei, the owner of 47 Wellington Street.
As you can tell from the letter, there is significant adverse impact to the neighbouring residents from the
proposed development (HK-19-021).

What I would like to understand from you is:
1) What is the process by which this development was approved by the Heritage Committee?
2) How does the Heritage Committee and City Council seek input from affected residents?
3) How do we ensure that neighbouring residents have an opportunity to provide input, prior to
approval decisions?
4) What can impacted neighbours do now to ensure that our concerns are taken seriously by City
Council, prior to approval?

Please let us know ASAP.

Many thanks,
Alexandra

Alexandra Shaw
85 Gore Street
Kingston, Ontario K7L

2L4
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Alexandra Shaw
85 Gore Street
Kingston, Ontario
K7L 2L4

April 25, 2019

Mr. Peter Sauerbrei
Founder and President
Fairway Properties
47 Wellington Street
Kingston, Ontario
K7L 3C2

Dear Pete,
We hope this letter finds you well.
Invitation:
I am one of your neighbours in old Sydenham. I would like to invite you to our home, at your
earliest convenience, to ask you a few questions and discuss the proposed plans for your
property at 47 Wellington Street.
Background:
Our home, at 85 Gore Street, and the homes of our adjacent neighbours, back onto your
property at 47 Wellington Street. The majority of our neighbours are permanent Kingston
residents, home owners and City of Kingston tax payers, and include young families, retirees
and working professionals. We have developed a wonderful residential, family neighbourhood
and we believe it adds value to the City of Kingston.
Given that you are a successful business man and also a Sydenham Ward resident, I believe that
you are doing your very best to balance the objectives of your business, with the needs of the
City of Kingston, and also with the needs of your neighbour residents. This is no easy task and I
appreciate your efforts in this regard.
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Residential Impact:
After having reviewed your Heritage Permit application (City of Kingston Report HK-19-021,
April 17, 2019) and the accompanying proposal, we were not able to readily identify any
benefits to the existing home owners and residents, whose properties back onto the proposed
site. In fact, we are concerned that our residential experience will be significantly adversely
impacted by the proposed development.
We are very interested in developing and maintaining a friendly, open, neighbourly and
professional relationship with you. We believe that having the opportunity to speak with you
candidly and comfortably, would be a great first step in that direction. And, we suspect you may
be able to address many of our questions and concerns, during such a conversation.
Our concerns include, but are not limited to the significant loss of the following:
• privacy
• natural light
• wildlife
• trees and greenery
• surrounding space and open air
• a beautiful view of St. George’s Cathedral (us and some of our proximal neighbours)
We would really appreciate the opportunity to hear from you and hopefully gain some comfort
around some of these primary concerns.
Here are some questions for your consideration. Perhaps these could form the basis of our
discussion.
1) Quality of materials and workmanship
As an experienced developer and successful business man, you are no doubt going to build your
properties to code. What are your thoughts about going beyond what is required by code, to
ensure that:
a) The property is safe? Considering some of the recent apartment construction fires in
Kingston and elsewhere, we believe neighbourhood residents would appreciate
reassurance that our families, homes and heritage neighbourhood would be well
protected.
b) The aesthetics are in keeping with the neighbourhood both in the short term and in the
long term (i.e., the building will not deteriorate quickly). As you know, the new building
would be very close to our homes and back yards, and we have to look at it. We would
love for it to be something we can live with happily, through time.
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2) Privacy
As you know, the proposed structure would be very close to our homes. What are your plans to
ensure the privacy of existing residents, and those of your future tenants? In particular, what
are your thoughts around things like:
a) Privacy of our homes from people on the rooftop of the proposed structure, or from the
windows of the structure
b) Tinted glass, so that we cannot see into the homes of your tenants
c) Tall trees between the new structure and our properties
3) Noise, air and light quality
With the significant increase in density proposed, what are your plans to help ensure that the
neighbourhood remains a great place to live? For example, what are your thoughts on:
a) Noise reduction (student rentals, possible parties, will they be able to have open
window, loud music, etc.)
b) Smoke (e.g., tobacco and marijuana) may travel and pollute the air quality
c) Bright lights, especially outdoor lights at night, would contribute to light pollution
d) No revolving B&B’s, which would increase the risk of all of the above
4) Nature – Wildlife and Greenery
At present, your property houses many varieties of wildlife and beautiful mature trees.
a) What are your plans to protect these during construction and going forward?
b) What additional plans do you have for green space?
5) Drainage and Property Maintenance
Because your new building would be in such close quarters, with existing neighbourhood
homes, what are your plans to:
a) Prevent water drainage from going onto neighbour properties
b) Maintain the property, including yard and street area, to ensure the high standards
expected of and desired by the neighbourhood’s permanent resident homes
6) Minimize Disruption During Construction
As mentioned, the neighbourhood is made up of primarily permanent residents, including
young families, retirees and professionals, some of whom work from home.
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a) What are your plans to minimize disruption to neighbourhood residents, during
construction? In particular, will you be considering limiting construction times to
minimize impact on residents, including:
a. Time of year (summer is a time we like to enjoy our backyards!)
b. Time of day – limiting disruptive work to business hours
c. Weekdays – limiting disruptive work to weekdays
We would very much appreciate the opportunity to meet with you. We invite you to our home
at 85 Gore Street and are looking forward to meeting with you in person, at your earliest
convenience.
Sincerely,
Alexandra & Rob

Gina & Al

Janette and Davin

Alexandra Shaw & Rob Schmich
85 Gore Street

Gina Gushue & Allan English
83 Gore Street

Janette Leroux & Davin Johnson
81 Gore Street
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Janette Leroux
81 Gore Street
Kingston Ontario
K7L 2L4
Friday April 26th, 2019
To the Heritage Kingston Committee,
I am writing regarding the Heritage Permit for the old Wellington Street School (47
Wellington Street, City of Kingston Report HK-19-021). I have reservations about
this proposal that I am hopeful this committee can address. While the proposed
complex complies with zoning regulations, it does not fit with the heritage context of
our block. This block - bordered by Wellington, Gore, King, and Earl streets - is
“quintessential” Sydenham Ward. The plot of land in the middle of this block
represents tremendous development potential, to compliment rather than detract
from the heritage quality of this area.
In particular, in its current form, I feel the
scale, the design, and the materials of this
project will make this proposed complex quite
literally loom in the background of the
surrounding streetscapes. While much focus is
placed on front-of-building compliance, I urge
this committee to consider how this back-ofbuilding will be omnipresent due to its
massive size compared to the smaller
neighbouring
homes
(see
included
photographs). While the complex barely falls
behind view of the front façade of the Old
Wellington School, it is multiple stories higher
than the surrounding homes. This makes the
design and materials of the building critically
important to maintaining the heritage quality
of the block.
Images show views
from King street
(above), Wellington
Street (bottom left)
and Gore Street
(bottom right).
These are just a few
examples of breaks
in house clusters.
The complex would
rise 1 to 3 stories
higher than the 1.5
to 3 story homes on
this block.

The modern design features do not fit with the district. While it can be argued that
modern design can compliment historic buildings, the current design is moreso of a
separate entity of an obviously completely new and modern building stuck onto the
back of a historic building (that will be very visible from the surrounding streets).
What’s more, the architectural renderings provided with the proposal are
inaccurate, and mislead the viewer to see more greenspace and skyspace and tree
canopy than exists in reality (see below). What is more insightful, are real life
images of the alleyways between the houses, which would give a clear view of the
complex from Gore Street, King Street and Earl Street. I urge you to visit the site, I
encourage you to walk the block, and see first-hand how this massive modern
complex would impact the District and residents therein.
Architectural Rendering (left)
compared to Real Life Image.
Note: the absence of fence lines
indicated, the inaccuracy of the
top floor dormer window, the
lack of space for proposed
parking, and most importantly
the very close proximity of the
complex to the neighbouring
backyards.

One specific area of significant concern for our quiet, private neighbourhood is the
rooftop “amenity” space. It is a full top floor patio that would give unobstructed
views into our backyards and the back parts of the homes that border this complex.
This rooftop patio is sure to generate noise, smoke, litter, etc, and adds considerably
to the intrusiveness of the complex. The houses on this block have outdoor space for
the most part that is on the ground floor (backyards), with a very few exceptions. As
a result, many people are able to live within close proximity, and enjoy private
outdoor space. The loss of the tree canopy, and the addition of the complex with a
full patio on the top floor, will have a significantly detrimental impact on ours and
our neighbours’ ability to enjoy the backs of our homes. In terms of the design, the
roof of this complex should match the gabled roof design of the school and of all of
the surrounding homes.
To be clear, this is not a case of NIMBY. I respect the need to densify the downtown,
and increasing the availability of rental housing more generally. I also see how the
developer has complied with zoning regulations for this plot. However, I urge the

committee to enforce a higher standard of design and materials from this developer.
It is indisputable that this project will be profitable in the short term and long term,
regardless of the number of architectural iterations or quality of materials used. As
residents of this heritage district, my many neighbours, and I myself take
tremendous pride and invest substantial amounts of money to preserve even the
most subtle historical aspects of our homes. I would expect the developer to be held
to the same, if not a higher standard, for quality and fit of materials to a heritage
neighbourhood. This heritage district is of significant economic and cultural value to
the city of Kingston, and this complex in its current form threatens the historical
quality of such a prominent block in the heritage district.
In summary, I urge the committee to consider the visibility of this complex from
viewpoints other than head on from Wellington Street; to appeal for a more subtle,
heritage design that includes a gabled or even mansard roof and eliminates the
rooftop patio; and enforce the use of materials that are fitting with the current
exterior of the Wellington Street School.
I would welcome the opportunity to further discuss my concerns with this
committee, and to learn of other opportunities for public input with this proposal.
Sincerely,
Janette Leroux

