City of Kingston
Report to Heritage Kingston
Report Number HK-19-039
To:

Chair and Members of Municipal Heritage Committee

From:

Lanie Hurdle, Acting Chief Administrative Officer

Resource Staff:

Paige Agnew, Director, Planning, Building & Licensing Services

Date of Meeting:

July 17, 2019

Subject:

Application for Heritage Property Tax Refund
81 King Street East (P18-178)
Application Number HT-01-2018

Executive Summary:
An ‘Application for Heritage Property Tax Refund’ HT-01-2018 has been submitted to request
financial assistance for works undertaken at 81 King Street East. The refund is requested in
relation to restoration works to seven stained glassed windows on the property.
By-Law Number 2005-257 “A By-Law to Establish a Heritage Property Tax Refund Program”,
lists “repair or restoration of the exteriors of buildings, including roofs, windows, doors and
masonry” as forms of Eligible Work. Staff have reviewed the application and recommend
approval of the heritage property tax refund application as the works meet the eligibility criteria.
Recommendation:
That it be recommended to Council that the Heritage Property Tax Refund application Number
HT-01-2018 for the designated property at 81 King Street East, be approved, as the works
undertaken meet the eligibility requirements of By-Law Number 2005-257 “A By-Law to
Establish a Heritage Property Tax Refund Program”.
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Authorizing Signatures:

Lanie Hurdle, Acting Chief
Administrative Officer

Consultation with the following Members of the Corporate Management Team:
Peter Huigenbos, Acting Commissioner, Community Services

Not required

Jim Keech, President & CEO, Utilities Kingston

Not required

Desirée Kennedy, Chief Financial Officer & City Treasurer
Sheila Kidd, Commissioner, Transportation & Public Works

Not required

Deanne Roberge, Acting Commissioner, Corporate Enterprise Services

Not required
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Options/Discussion:
Proposal
A Heritage Property Tax Refund application is requested in relation to restorations preformed on
seven stained glass windows at 81 King Street East. The restoration work was completed in the
year 2018.
The subject property was first designated under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act in 1984. The
subject property is also designated under Part V of the OHA as part of the Sydenham Heritage
Conservation District.
Specifically the works included: the removal and restoration of seven stained glass windows; the
repair and replacement of all broken glass; new interior moldings; perma-chink exterior
perimeters and seal storm glazing.
The applicant has submitted an invoice indicating a final amount of $21,684.70 for the works
undertaken. Consistent with the Heritage Property Tax Refund Program By-Law Number 2005257, the refund issued is calculated as the lower of:
i.

ii.
iii.

40% of the total taxes levied for municipal purposes and school purposes
attributable to,
a. The building or structure or portion of the building or structure that is the
Eligible Heritage Property; and
b. The land used in connection with the Eligible Heritage Property, as determined
by the City of Kingston; or
The total costs expended by the Owner to perform Eligible Work in a calendar
year; or
$5,000.

According to information from the City’s Financial Services Department, the resulting refund
based on the above-noted formula is $5000.00.
Reasons for Designation
The subject property was designated by By-Law Number 84-96 in 1984 and amended by ByLaw Number 2015-67 in 2015. The property is also designated under Part V of the OHA as part
of the Sydenham Heritage Conservation District. The ‘Reasons for Designation’ are outlined in
the by-law as follows:
“This 1841 dwelling, built for John Watkins, hardware merchant and donor of the Watkins
wing at the hospital, was extensively remodelled for Joseph Upper in 1886. The design as
well as the site create added interest in the streetscape.”
Previous Approvals
P18-014-2019
Alterations to Rear Door
P18-30-2019

Modification to West Elevation of Stable
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P18-040-2018

Rehabilitation to Single-Family Dwelling

P18-105-2018

Alterations to dormers on garage and rear coach house

P18-178-2014EA

Installation of fire shutters, replacement of two windows, and construction of
fire escape

Comments from Agencies and Business Units
The following departments provided a response to the technical circulation:
Finance: Eligible for Refund.
Cultural Heritage Analysis
As required by By-Law Number 2005-257 “A By-Law to Establish a Heritage Property Tax
Refund Program”, in order to be eligible for this program, a property must satisfy a number of
requirements including being both designated as a heritage property and being subject to a
heritage conservation easement under the Ontario Heritage Act. The owner must also have
undertaken “eligible work” to the property within the last calendar year. Only one heritage
property tax refund payment is permitted every three years.
“Eligible work” is defined in By-Law Number 2005-257 as:
…Maintenance of an Eligible Heritage Property and for which there is documentation
and any work which conserves or enhances the character defining elements of the
Eligible Heritage Property, including but not limited to: the conservation of existing
elements; the reconstruction of existing features that are beyond repair or
conservation; and the accurate reproduction of significant features which no longer
exists but for which clear documentary material exists. Any work which seeks to
conserve the character defining elements of a property must be performed in
accordance with a permit issued pursuant to the Ontario Heritage Act to qualify as
Eligible Work under this By-Law…
As noted in the Reasons for Designation above, an important heritage aspect of this property is
the fact that the site adds increased interest to the streetscape. Such interest comes in the form
of the intricate stained glass windows on the property. The restoration of the original stained
glass windows is important in conserving the cultural heritage value of the property. In the case
of 81 King Street East the restoration works of the windows meets the definition of “Eligible
work” as it helps to conserve and enhance the existing heritage attributes (character defining
elements) of the property. Staff recommends approval of this heritage property tax refund
application, as it meets the eligibility requirements of By-Law Number 2005-257.
Conclusion
Upon review of all of the pertinent information, staff recommends that the Heritage Property Tax
Refund Program application Number HT-01-2018 be approved as the works undertaken meet
the eligibility requirements of By-Law Number 2005-257.
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Existing Policy/By-Law:
Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, C. O.18. (Province of Ontario)
By-Law Number 84-65 – Designating by-law for 8-831 King Street East
By-Law Number 2015-67 – A By-Law to amend designating by-law 8465 for 81-83 King Street
East
By-Law Number 2005-257 – A By-Law to Establish a Heritage Property Tax Refund Program
By-Law Number 2013-141 – Procedural By-Law for Heritage
Notice Provisions:
Not applicable
Accessibility Considerations:
Not applicable
Financial Considerations:
The City has allocated $20,000 for tax refunds under By-Law Number 2005-257 in 2018 and,
under the terms of the by-law, work must be eligible and can only be issued once every three
years.
Contacts:
Vanessa Smith, Planner, Heritage 613-546-4291 extension 3152
Other City of Kingston Staff Consulted:
Jeff Walker, Manager, Taxation & Revenue, Financial Services Department
Exhibits Attached:
Exhibit A

Application and Preformed Works Prepared by Applicant
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